
adds its energy

1975
sanyO starts devel-
opment of solar cells 
from amorphous 
silicon.

1980
sanyO is the first 
manufacturer world-
wide commercially 
to produce solar cells 
made of amorphous 
silicon.

1992
sanyO is the first 
manufacturer in Japan 
to equip residential 
buildings with photo-
voltaic systems that 
generate energy to 
be fed into the power 
grid.

1994
Market introduction of 
photovoltaic systems 
for private use on resi-
dential dwellings.

1997
SANYO HIT® solar 
cells (Heterojunction 
with intrinsic thin-
layer) enter serial 
production. 

Market introduction of 
170 W solar modules. 
Cell efficiency: 16.4 % 
Module efficiency:  
14.4 %.

2008
sanyO introduces the 
Hde1 product line: 
Unique honeycomb 
design is the result of 
technological 
developments for the 
utilisation of silicon 
resources.

2009 
sanyO introduces the 
high performance 220 
Watt Hit® photovoltaic 
modules to the 
european market.
at 17.4 %, the sanyO 
Hit® photovoltaic 
module had the 
world’s highest 
efficiency.

2010 
sanyO introduces 
new high performance 
235 Watt HIT® 
photovoltaic module 
–the n-type– to the 
european market.
at 18.6 %, the sanyO 
Hit® photovoltaic 
module has at the 
moment the world’s 
highest efficiency.

1998
Market introduction 
of 180 W photovoltaic 
modules.
Cell efficiency: 17.4 % 
Module efficiency: 
15.2 %.

2001  
Completion of the 
world’s largest solar 
power plant on the 
site of the sanyO 
facility in gifu: the 
sanyO solar ark.

2002
Market introduction of 
the 190 W photo voltaic 
module.
Cell efficiency: 18.5 % 
Module effi ciency: 
16.1 % 

2003  
sanyO enhances the 
market with 200 W 
photovoltaic modules 
with the world’s high-
est efficiency.  
the nishikinohama 
(Osaka Prefecture)  
factory is built for the
production of photo-
voltaic cells/modules.

2005
the sanyO factory in 
Hungary begins serial 
production of Hit® 
photovoltaic modules.

2007
sanyO exceeds the 
100 million mark in  
the production of  
Hit® solar cells. Cell 
effi ciency in Research 
and Development: 
22.3 %. 

expansion of the 
Hungary facility for the 
production of the Hit® 
Hd modules. Market 
introduction of the 215 
W photovoltaic 
modules. 
Cell efficiency: 19.3 % 
Module efficiency: 
17.2 %.

Ideas for life since 1975

1 + 1 = 12

sanyo Hit® is now Panasonic Hit®. 
a change with new potential.

2011
in February, sanyO 
launches its 240 W 
module with a cell  
efficieny of 21,6 %.

in October, Tokay Uni - 
versity Solar Car Team 
won the 2011 World 
Solar Championship in 
australia. the winning 
car profited from the 
highest energy conver- 
sion rate supplied by 
HIT® solar cells.

2012 
Panasonic is building  
a new company in 
Malaysia that will serve 
as the new solar manu- 
facturing base for Asia. 
Panasonic will invest 
45 billion yen in the 
facility, which will start 
operation in december 
2012 with an annual 
production capacity of 
300 MW.

Black Back Sheet
this year, the new 
Black Back Sheet mod- 
ules will be released 
into the european 
market, offering an 
aesthetic choice for 
houseowners.

to learn more about Panasonic’s services and comprehensive energy 
management solutions, visit www.eu-solar.panasonic.net.
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About Products and Packaging 

Q:  Will the manufacturing structure change from 
April, 2012?

A:  no. the production of Hit® solar modules will  
be carried out to at the same production sites 
as before.

Q:  From April 1, 2012, will new products be  
released by Panasonic? 

A:  in europe, new products will be released by 
sanyO Component, a member of the Panasonic 
group. the sales structure and personnel will 
remain the same as before.

Q:  Will the change of the brand to Panasonic have 
any effect on the product lineup?

A: there will be no changes in the product lineup.

Q:  Will there be any changes made to the recycling 
system for solar modules?

A: no. sanyO will remain a member of PV Cycle.

Q:  Will certification still apply to the solar modules?
A:  yes, all certification will remain applicable, with 

the update to the new Panasonic model names 
in progress until april 2012.

Q:  Is the brand change only limited to HIT® solar 
modules? What will happen to other solar  
related consumer products?

A:  as a rule, from april 2012, all products will be 
unified under the Panasonic brand, but in some 
regions, the sanyO brand will be kept for  
certain products.

Q:	 	Will	there	be	any	changes	made	to	model	
names,	etc.	in	line	with	the	brand	change?

A:  new model names will be changed to  
align with Panasonic’s product naming  
conventions. We will announce the  
details of the changes through the  
website etc. from January, 2012.

Q:	 	Will	“HIT®”	become	a	registered		
trademark	of	Panasonic?

A:	 this is currently under review.

About Product Support

Q:  Will there be any changes to the product  
support system?

A:  there will be no change to the product support 
system.

Q:  What will happen to the SANYO guarantee for 
modules purchased in the past and after the 
brand change?

A:  there will be no changes to the details of the 
guarantee.

General Questions

Q:  Is the brand name the only thing that will 
change during the brand change? Will the price 
change?

A:  in addition to product quality, performance, 
sales channels and partnerships and commer-
cial policies, guarantee and pricing for current 
products will not be changed.

Q:  Will the brand change only take place in Europe? 
Are there any plans to change the brand in 
other regions as well?

A:  the brand change will take place on globally.

Q:  When did SANYO Electric Co., Ltd. become  
a wholly owned subsidiary of Panasonic  
Corporation?

A:  On april 1st, 2011. 

if you have any further questions, please consult 
your Panasonic Hit® Premium installer.

dear sanyO customer,

from april 1, 2012, the brand for Hit® solar modules 
will be changed from “sanyO“ to “Panasonic“ in 
europe. the change will be made to the brand 
only. there will be no change to the sales structure 
and the Hit® solar modules will continue to be 
manufactured at the same sanyO production 
bases as before. the brand change will be carried 
out throughout in europe.

the brand change to “Panasonic” is being carried 
out in order to focus the management resources of 
the Panasonic group in order to create greater 
synergy and is part of the global strategy to 
expand the solar business of the Panasonic group.
Panasonic will continue to provide investment into 
the solar business, allowing us to offer our custom-
ers and business partners a higher level of service 
and high quality solar modules.

FAQ

shigeki Komatsu, director of the 
european solar division


